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Medium Term Planning 

 
Year Group Year 2 
Topic The Great Fire of London 
Selected Text (POR) N/A 

 
Areas of Learning 
 

• As historians, children will be learning about the Great Fire of London, when it happened, how and what the outcome for individuals and London itself 
was.  They will learn through a variety of historical sources and share their ideas using a variety of mediums. 

• As geographers, children will compare maps of London, past and present. They will mark on a map where the fire started and how far it spread. They 
will consider how London has changed since the fire and how this is shown on a map. 

• As designers, children will design the ultimate fire engine.   
• Children will use their ICT skills to find out information about The Great Fire of London. 
• As environmentalists, children will be learning about fires in general, how we can act responsibly and make sure we know what to do in the event of 

fire. 
 

 
Rights Respecting Enterprise Environment Spiritual and Moral Communities 

 
The UNCRC articles that will 
be addressed during this 
topic are: 
 

 
As enterprising people,  
we will:  
 
Operate our own Bakeries in 
the role play area. 
 
 

 
As people concerned with our 
environment, we will:  
 
Consider the effects of big 
fires and our personal 
responsibilities in being safe 
and avoiding starting fires. 
 

 
In our Spiritual and Moral 
development, we will:  
 
Work on developing empathy 
with others – how would the 
families affected by the Great 
Fire feel like?  What could or 
did people do to support 
them? 
 

 
As members of a community, 
we will:  
 
Consider the outcomes of 
fires and how they can be 
prevented in the home.  We 
will learn about the work of 
the London Fire Brigade and 
what we can do to help them 
and our ourselves. 



 
Essentials for Learning and Life Areas of Learning 

Communication: Attitudes: Human Social and Environmental Understanding: 
 
Writing, Presenting and Broadcasting:  

• Write in the role of Thomas 
Farynor describing how the 
fire started. 

• Create a time line of the Great 
Fire of London. 

• Write a diary entry of the fire 
as Samuel Pepys. 

• Write a biography of Samuel 
Pepy’s life. 

• Write a set of instructions for 
baking bread. 

• Write a description of what 
London was like in 1666. 

 

 
Learning and Thinking Skills:  

• Asking questions. 
• Use their imagination to 

envisage possibilities. 
• Learn the part played by 

artists in recording the events 
of the Great Fire of London. 

• Learn what an eyewitness 
account means. 

 
Personal and Emotional Skills/ 
PHSE/RE:  

• Learn how cities today are 
safer from fires and their own 
personal responsibility in 
avoiding fires breaking out. 

• Have the concept of rights 
and responsibilities reinforced 
through cause and effect via 
studying the Great Fire of 
London. 

• Empathise with the victims of 
the original fire and of natural 
disasters occurring 
nowadays. 

 
Social Skills:  

• Be able to work 
collaboratively and in groups 
during the topic. 

• Have to negotiate respecting 
other’s roles within the group/ 

 
Geography Skills: 

• Use geographical vocabulary. 
• Use secondary sources of information. 
• Identify and describe what places are like. 
• Make maps and plans. 
• Use globes, maps and plans at a range of scales. 
• Understand geographical similarities and differences through 

studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country. 

 
History Skills:  

• Be taught to place events and objects in chronological order. 
• Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
• Recognise why people did things, why events happened and what 

happened as a result. 
• Be taught to identify different ways in which the past is represented. 
• Be taught how to find out about the past from a range of sources of 

information. 
• Ask and answer questions about the past. 
• Understand changes in their own lives and the way of life of their 

families or others around them. 
• Understand the way of life of people in the more distant past that lived 

in the local area. (Research how in the past the local area was used 
for farming.) 

• Find out about events from the history of Britain. 



in partners and resolve 
conflicts as they arise. 

• Have to adapt their behaviour 
to the situation. 

 
Mathematics: Scientific and Technological Understanding 

 
Following the Maths! No Problem (Singapore Maths) scheme, as well as: 

• Use their calculating and money skills to run a Bakery in the role play 
area. 

• Use their measuring skills to measure ingredients when baking bread. 
 

 
Everyday Materials: 

• Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard 
for different uses. 

• Compare how things move on different surfaces. 
• Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials 

can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 
 

Computing: Understanding the Arts and Design: 
 
Following the Switched-on Computing curriculum. 

 
Art and Design Skills:  

• Record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and 
explore ideas. 

• Ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work. 
• Investigate the possibilities of a range of materials and processes. 
• Try out tools, techniques and apply these to materials and processes, 

including drawings. 
• Represent observations, ideas and feelings, and design and make 

images and artefacts. 
• Review what they and others have done and say what they think and 

feel about it. 
• Be taught knowledge, skills and understanding through working on 

their own, collaborating with others, on projects in two and three 
dimensions and different scales. 

• Use a range of materials and processes. 
 

 


